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Southern Africa was once regarded as a worthless jumble of British colonies, Boer republics, and

African chiefdoms, a troublesome region of little interest to the outside world. But then prospectors

chanced upon the world's richest deposits of diamonds and gold, setting off a titanic struggle

between the British and the Boers for control of the land. The result was the costliest, bloodiest, and

most humiliating war that Britain had waged in nearly a century, and the devastation of the Boer

republics. The New Yorker calls this magisterial account of those years "[an] astute

history....Meredith expertly shows how the exigencies of the diamond (and then gold) rush laid the

foundation for apartheid."
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I have read several books (though certainly not enough) about South Africa: 'The Great Boer War,'

by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle; 'The Corner House,' by A.P. Cartwright; 'The Randlords,' by Geoffrey

Wheatcroft; 'White Tribe Dreaming,' by Marq de Villiers; 'The Boer War,' by Thomas Pakenham;

and 'The Covenant,' by James A. Michener, but until I got into my latest purchase, 'Diamonds, Gold

and War,' by Martin Meredith, I was not entirely sure why I had become more than sympathetic to

the old Boers and to Afrikanerdom.Mr Meredith has given me all of the necessary reasons and, as a

life-time admirer of the British Empire and its works, I was made more firmly angry and ashamed at

what some of those ostensibly promoting the Empire had done to those to whom the British people

should have been attached and who should not have been antagonised and attacked.Cecil

Rhodes's dream of colonising from The Cape to Cairo had great merit, especially if one recalls to

what depths much of Africa has descended since Rhodes's day, but it was clearly a gross mistake



and an unforgivable deed to betray his Cape Boer friend, Jan Hofmeyr, and his potential friends,

President Paul Kruger of The Transvaal and President Marthinus Steyn of The Orange Free State.

Rhodes comes out of the book badly, as do his co-conspirator, Dr. Leander Starr Jameson, the

British Colonial Secretary, Joseph Chamberlain, and, worst of all, the British High Commissioner

and Governor of the Cape Colony, Sir Alfred Milner.
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